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C THE  CORONATION DURBAR

T NDIA'S entry into the second decade of the twentieth
1 century was marked by an event of singular importance.
The decision of King George V and Queen Mary to visit
India to enable the people of that distant Empire to celebrate
the Coronation of their Sovereign was hailed as the advent
of a new era in India's relations with Great Britain. Acting
upon the conviction that the first visit of a reigning Sovereign
might to a certain extent assuage Indian public opinion,
which continued to agitate against the Partition of Bengal
and against the repressive measures adopted by the Govern-
ment in India to suppress the intransigent spirit, the Liberal
Government, then in power, availed themselves of the occa-
sion of King George's Accession to the Throne to introduce
certain changes in the Indian Administration* They thought
that if these changes were announced by His Majesty in
person they would have a salutary effect on public opinion
in India.

Their Majesties the King and Queen, attended by the
Marquess of Crewe, Secretary of State for India, left Ports-
mouth on November n, 1911, and arrived at Bombay on
December 2 ; and ten days later the Imperial Durbar was
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